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Discovering History 
Outside of the Classroom 
Kemper Internship 
with The Eyrie Vineyards 
Spring 2011 
Introductions 
Dulce Kersting 
 
Senior, History Major 
Career Aspiration in 
Public History 
Contributed to 
“Bringing Vines to the 
Valley” project & exhibit 
 
 
The Eyrie Vineyards 
 
Original vineyard & winery 
in upper Willamette Valley 
Located in McMinnville 
building more than 40 years 
Family owned and 
operated 
 
 
Goals for Internship 
Determine appropriate historic designation 
 National Historic Landmarks Registry vs.      
 National Register of Historic Places 
Document history of ownership  
Begin paperwork for nomination to NRHP 
Collect artifacts pertaining to building  
Personal Goals 
Gain experience in my chosen area of interest 
Develop better communication skills 
Challenge myself to work independently and 
think creatively 
Explore how my            
personal strengths can        
be applied to public           
history 
Important Steps 
Determine specific location of building to 
correspond to public records 
Important Steps 
Find appropriate public records to identify age 
of building and previous ownership 
Important Steps 
Learn how to read public records! 
Important Steps 
Articulate the historic significance of the 
building for Oregon State Historic Preservation 
Office’s Historic Resource Record 
Obstacles  
Imperfect nature of public records 
Building’s age 
Complicated process of nomination and 
recognition 
Independent study makes effective 
communication more difficult 
Asking for assistance  
 
Overall Impressions 
Wonderful opportunity to develop practical 
skills in public history 
Met many wonderful people in the community 
Regret not making more progress on 
nomination process 
Thanks to… 
Margaret Legard (Buchanan Cellars) 
Staff at Yamhill County Clerk’s Office;      
Y.C. Assessor’s Office; McMinnville Planning 
Department 
Staff at Yamhill County Historical Society 
Lett Family 
Linfield Center for the Northwest       
and Dr. Jeff Peterson 
